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The below document are notes provided for the ‘Essential Tafsir’
podcast. The notes are for the episode ‘Tafsir of Surah Fatiha [Verses
1-2)




A history on Alhamdulillah

The below hadith describes when Adam [Allah bless him] was created and then uttered the
statement ‘Alhamdulillah’.

Regarding the Hadith of Adam [Allah bless him] sneezing
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Abu Hurairah [Allah bless him] narrated that the Messenger of Allah said:

“When Allah created Adam, He breathed the soul into him, then he sneezed and
said: ‘All praise is due to Allah.” So he praised Allah by His permission. Then His Lord
said to him: ‘May Allah have mercy upon you O Adam. Go to those angels —to that

gathering of them sitting — so say: 'As-Salamu alaikum.' They said 'Wa Alaikas-Salamu
Wa Rahmatullah’. Then he returned to his Lord, He said: ‘This is your greeting and
the greeting of your children among each other.” [Sunan at-Tirmidhi: 3367]

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi]



Virtues of saying ‘Alhamdulillah’

[Saying Alhamdulillah whilst eating]
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Anas b. Malik reported that Allah's Messenger () said:

Allah is pleased with His servant who says: Al-Hamdu lillah while taking a
morsel of food and while drinking.

[Sahih Muslim: 2734]

[Saying Alhamdulillah is better than the gift]
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It was narrated from Anas [Allah bless him] that :

The Messenger of Allah (%) said: 'Allah does not bestow a blessing upon any
slave and he says: 'Al-hamdu Lillah (praise is to Allah),' except that what he
gives (the praise) is better than what he received (the blessing)."

[Ibn Majah: 3805]



Regarding the Ambiya and others saying ‘Alhamdulillah’

Here we see both Dawud and Sulaiman [Allah bless them both] uttering the statement
‘Alhamdulillah’ due to the blessings of Almighty Allah upon them.
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Surely We gave knowledge to Dawud and Sulaiman, and they said, “Praise
belongs to Allah who made us excel many of His believing servants.

[Surah an-Naml 27:15]

The people of Jannah will also say this blessed phrase ‘Alhamdulillah’:
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And they will say, “Praise be to Allah who has removed all sorrow from us.
Surely our Lord is Most-Forgiving, Very-Appreciative. [35:34]

Also:

all o a1 0855 YT 43S e 5 535 Je (3 b sl (8 L 33
133635 éguuzjdwa;\;m*‘mm; Jm&musu KA

We will remove whatever amount of malice they had in their hearts.
Rivers will flow beneath them, and they will say, “All praise is to Allah
who has guided us to this. We would not have been able to find the way,
had Allah not guided us. Surely, the messengers of our Lord came with
the truth.” Then they will receive a call, “Here is the Paradise which you
have been made to inherit because of the deeds you have been doing.”
[7:43]



Ibrahim [Allah bless him] when he recalls the blessing of his children despite
old age:

Praise be to Allah who, despite my old age, blessed me with Isma‘ll (Ishmael)
and IsHaq (Isaac). Surely, my Lord is the One who listens to the prayer. [14:39]

Nuh [Allah bless him] when Allah saved him from the flood:
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Then when you and those with you have settled in the Ark, say, “All praise is
for Allah, Who saved us from the wrongdoing people.” [23:28]

The last supplication in Jannah will be:
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Their call therein will be, “Pure are You, O Allah” and their greeting
therein will be Salam. And the end of their call will be, “Praise be to
Allah, the Lord of all the worlds.”

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi]

Statement of Jafar al-Sadiq [Allah bless him]
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A summary of what Imam Jafar al-Sadiq [Allah bless him] states:

Al-Hamd [4e=J!] has 3 root letters:

1. z which stands for cwbcgJ\ [Oneness] signifying the oneness of Allah.
2. ¢ which stands for 4l [Kingdom] signifying that sovereignty is for Allah
3. > which stands for mjduu\l\ [Eternal] signifying that Allah is ever living.

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi]

The 3 conditions of al-Hamd [Praise]
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The conditions of praise are 3:

1. When Allah bestows a favour upon you, you acknowledge this blessing is
from Allah.
2. You are pleased with that which Allah has given you.

3. You abstain from that which Allah has prohibited

These are the conditions of al-Hamd [True praise and gratitude]

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi]

The difference between £ and 3&a
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[Tafsir Baydawi]

Examples of The Ambiya saying Rabanna



Nabi Shuaib (eM\ A;ﬁﬁ) when his people rejected him:
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Our Lord! Judge between us and our people with truth. You are the best
of those who judge.” [7:89]

Nabi Musa (2>l ~le) regarding the people of the Pharaoh:
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Moses prayed, “Our Lord! You have granted Pharaoh and his chiefs
luxuries and riches in this worldly life, "which they abused’ to lead
people astray from Your Way! Our Lord, destroy their riches and harden
their hearts so that they will not believe until they see the painful
punishment.” [10:88]

Ibrahim [Allah bless him] supplication for his offspring:
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Our Lord! | have settled some of my offspring in a barren valley, near
Your Sacred House, our Lord, so that they may establish prayer. So
make the hearts of "believing” people incline towards them and provide
them with fruits, so perhaps they will be thankful. [14:37]

Adam [Allah bless him] turning and supplicating to Allah
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They replied, “Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You do not
forgive us and have mercy on us, we will certainly be losers.” [7:23]

Ibrahim [Allah bless him] humble supplication of praying for acceptance:
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And ‘remember’ when Abraham raised the foundation of the House with
Ishmael, "both praying,” “Our Lord! Accept "this™ from us. You are indeed
the All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

[2:127]



There are other verses of The Ambiya [Allah bless them] supplicating to Allah
with the word ‘Rabana’. This is why some scholars have stated that al-Ismul al-

Adham [The greatest name ‘of Allah’] is Rabana.

[Tafsir Ibn Kathir]

Different meanings of ‘Rabb’

There are various meanings of ‘Rabb’, such as:

1. Sayyid [Leader]

This is taken from the verse of the Quran:
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Then he said to the one he knew would survive, “Mention me in the
presence of your master.” But Satan made him forget to mention Joseph
to his master, so he remained in prison for several years.

[12:42]

Also from the Hadith [regarding the signs of the final hour]:

s 4y 3 &

'‘When the slave woman gives birth to her mistress'

[Sahih Muslim]



There are various explanations of this phrase, one of which is disobedience to parents, this is a
major sin and will be more frequent towards the final hour.

2. One who attends to something and corrects it [Religious scholars]

We find in the Quran:
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Why do their rabbis and scholars not forbid them from saying what is
sinful and consuming what is unlawful? Evil indeed is their inaction!

The word ‘Rabbi’ is derived from ‘Rabb’ as their role is to correct and guide people.
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Abu Huraira [Allah bless him] reported Allah's Apostle (%) as
saying:

A person visited his brother in another town and Allah deputed an Angel
to wait for him on his way and when he came to him he said: Where do
you intend to go? He said: | intend to go to my brother in this town. He
said: Have you done any favour to him (the repayment of which you
intend to get)? He said: No, excepting this that | love Mm for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted and Glorious. Thereupon he said: | am a meesenger
to you from, Allah: (to inform you) that Allah loves you as you love him
(for His sake).

[Sahih Muslim: 2567]



3. Tarbiyah
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Your stepdaughters under your guardianship

[4:23]

The word ‘Rabb’ here is used for step daughters as they are under the care of
their fosters.

4. Religious scholars

We find the word ‘Rabb’ used for religious scholars:
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And how many a prophet [fought in battle and] with him fought many
religious scholars. [3:146]

There are any explanations given for the above verse for the word ‘Rabb’. Some have said it refers to
‘the men of Allah’ and others have said it refers to a large group. Allah knows best.



