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A history on Alhamdulillah 
 

 

The below hadith describes when Adam [Allah bless him] was created and then uttered the 

statement ‘Alhamdulillah’.  

 

Regarding the Hadith of Adam [Allah bless him] sneezing 
 

ُِصلىُاللهُعليهُوسلمُ ُاللَّه اُخَلقََُاللَّه ُُُ"ُعَنُْأبَيُِه رَيْرَةَ،ُقاَلَُقاَلَُرَس ول  لَمه

رَبُّه ُُ َُبإِذِْنِهُِفَقاَلَُلَهُ  ُِفَحَمِدَُاللَّه وحَُعَطَسَُفَقاَلَُالْحَمْد ُلِِلّه آدَمَُوَنَفَخَُفِيهُِالرُّ

ل وسٍُفَق لُُِ ياَُآدَم ُاذْهَبُْإِلىَُأ ولئَكَُِالْمَلائَِكَةُِإلِىَُمَلٍإُمِنْه مُْج   ُ كَُاللَّه يَرْحَم 

ُُِ.السهلامَ ُعَلَيْك مُُْ اللَّه ُُ.قاَل واُوَعَلَيْكَُالسهلامَ ُوَرَحْمَةُ  ث مهُرَجَعَُإِلىَُرَب ِهُِفَقاَلَُإنِه

بَنيِكَُبَيْنَه مُْ  هَذِهُِتحَِيهت كَُوَتحَِيهةُ 
 

 

Abu Hurairah [Allah bless him] narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: 

“When Allah created Adam, He breathed the soul into him, then he sneezed and 

said: ‘All praise is due to Allah.’ So he praised Allah by His permission. Then His Lord 

said to him: ‘May Allah have mercy upon you O Adam. Go to those angels – to that 

gathering of them sitting – so say: 'As-Salamu alaikum.' They said 'Wa Alaikas-Salamu 

Wa Rahmatullah’. Then he returned to his Lord, He said: ‘This is your greeting and 

the greeting of your children among each other.’  [Sunan at-Tirmidhi: 3367] 

 

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Virtues of saying ‘Alhamdulillah’ 
 

 

[Saying Alhamdulillah whilst eating] 

 

ُِصلىُاللهُعليهُوسلمُُ ُاللَّه َُلَيرَْضَىُعَنُُُِ"ُعَنُْأنَسَُِبْنِ،ُمَالِكٍُقاَلَُقاَلَُرَس ول  ُاللَّه إِنه

عَلَيْهَاُ عَلَيْهَاُأوَُْيشَْرَبَُالشهرْبةََُفَيَحْمَدَهُ   .ُ"الْعَبْدُِأنَُْيأَكْ لَُالأكَْلةََُفيََحْمَدَهُ 

 

Anas b. Malik reported that Allah's Messenger (ُصلى الله عليه وسلم) said: 

Allah is pleased with His servant who says: Al-Hamdu lillah while taking a 

morsel of food and while drinking. 

[Sahih Muslim: 2734] 

 

 

[Saying Alhamdulillah is better than the gift] 

 

ُِـُصلىُاللهُعليهُوسلمُـُُ ُاللَّه عَلىَُعَبْدٍُُُُ"ُعَنُْأنَسٍَ،ُقاَلَُقاَلَُرَس ول   ُ مَاُأنَْعَمَُاللَّه

ُِ اُأخََذَُُ.نعِْمَةًُفقَاَلَُالْحَمْد ُلِِلّه أفَْضَلَُمِمه كَانَُالهذِيُأعَْطَاهُ   ُ.ُ"إِلاهُ

 

It was narrated from Anas [Allah bless him] that : 

The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: 'Allah does not bestow a blessing upon any 

slave and he says: 'Al-hamdu Lillah (praise is to Allah),' except that what he 

gives (the praise) is better than what he received (the blessing)." 

 

[Ibn Majah: 3805] 

 

 

 

 



Regarding the Ambiya and others saying ‘Alhamdulillah’ 
 

Here we see both Dawud and Sulaiman [Allah bless them both] uttering the statement 

‘Alhamdulillah’ due to the blessings of Almighty Allah upon them.   

 

نُُْ ُم ِ لَناَُعَلىَُٰكَثِيرٍٍۢ اُُۖوَقاَلَاُٱلْحَمْدِ ِلِّلَُِّٱلهذِىُفضَه نَُعِلْمًًۭ ٰـ ۥدَُُوَس لَيْمَ وَلَقدَُْءَاتيَْناَُدَاوُ 

ؤْمِنِينَُٱعِباَدِهُِ ١٥ُلْم   
 

Surely We gave knowledge to Dāwūd and Sulaimān, and they said, “Praise 

belongs to Allah who made us excel many of His believing servants. 

[Surah an-Naml 27:15] 

 

The people of Jannah will also say this blessed phrase ‘Alhamdulillah’: 

 

ُُِلْحَمْدُ ٱوَقَال واُ۟ ُشَك ورٌُُۖلْحَزَنَُٱأذَْهَبَُعَنهاُُلهذِىُ ٱلِِلّه ُرَبهنَاُلغَفَ ورًٌۭ ٣٤ُإنِه  
 

And they will say, “Praise be to Allah who has removed all sorrow from us. 

Surely our Lord is Most-Forgiving, Very-Appreciative. [35:34] 

 

Also: 

 

ُتجَْرِىُمِنُتحَْتهِِم ُ نُْغِل ٍٍۢ د ورِهِمُم ِ رُ ٱوَنزََعْناَُمَاُفىُِص  ٰـ ُُِلْحَمْدُ ٱُوَقاَل واُُ۟ۖلْأنَْهَ ُُلهذِىٱلِِلّه

ذاَُوَمَاُك نهاُلِنهَْتدَِىَُلَوْلَا ُأنَُْهَدَىٰناَُ ٰـ ُرَب ِناَُبُُِۖلِلّه ُٱهَدَىٰناَُلِهَ س ل  اُُُ۟ۖلْحَق ُِٱُلقََدُْجَا ءَتُْر  ُوَن ود و 

وهَاُبمَِاُك نت مُْتعَْمَل ونَُُلْجَنهة ُٱأنَُتلِْك م ُ ٤٣أ ورِثتْ م   

We will remove whatever amount of malice they had in their hearts. 
Rivers will flow beneath them, and they will say, “All praise is to Allah 
who has guided us to this. We would not have been able to find the way, 
had Allah not guided us. Surely, the messengers of our Lord came with 
the truth.” Then they will receive a call, “Here is the Paradise which you 
have been made to inherit because of the deeds you have been doing.” 
[7:43] 



 
 
 

Ibrahim [Allah bless him] when he recalls the blessing of his children despite 

old age: 

 

ُُِلْحَمْدُ ٱ ُرَب ِىُُلْكِبرَُِٱوَهَبَُلِىُعَلَىُُلهذِىٱلِِلّه قَُُۚإنِه ٰـ عِيلَُوَإسِْحَ ٰـ إسِْمَ

ُ ٣٩ُلدُّعَا ءُِٱلسََمِيع   

 

Praise be to Allah who, despite my old age, blessed me with Ismā‘īl (Ishmael) 

and IsHāq (Isaac). Surely, my Lord is the One who listens to the prayer. [14:39] 

 

Nuh [Allah bless him] when Allah saved him from the flood: 

 

عكََُعَلىَُُسْتوََيْتَُٱفإَذِاَُ ُُِلْحَمْدُ ٱفقَ لُُِلْف لْكُِٱأنَتَُوَمَنُمه ىٰناَُمِنَُُلهذِىٱلِِلّه ُُلْقَوْمُِٱنَجه

لِمِينَُٱ ٰـ  ٢٨ُلظه

 

Then when you and those with you have settled in the Ark, say, “All praise is 

for Allah, Who saved us from the wrongdoing people.” [23:28] 

 

 

The last supplication in Jannah will be: 

 

نكََُ ٰـ مُْفِيهَاُس بْحَ مهُٱُدَعْوَىٰه  مُْأنَُُُِللهه  ُدَعْوَىٰه  ُُۚوَءَاخِر  مًٌۭ ٰـ مُْفِيهَاُسَلَ ُُِلْحَمْدُ ٱوَتحَِيهت ه  ُِرَب  لِِلّه

لمَِينَُٱ ٰـ ١٠ُلْعَ  

 



Their call therein will be, “Pure are You, O Allah” and their greeting 

therein will be Salām. And the end of their call will be, “Praise be to 

Allah, the Lord of all the worlds.” 

 

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi] 

 

 

Statement of Jafar al-Sadiq [Allah bless him] 
 

 

ِ":ُمَنُْحَمِدَهُ  ادِقُِفيُِقَوْلِهُِ"الْحَمْد ُلِِلّه ُعَنُْجَعْفرٍَُالصه بِصِفاَتهُِِكَمَاُوَصَفَُوَي ذْكَر 

ُمِنَُالْوَحْدَانِيهةِ،ُوَالْمِيم ُمِنَُُ فقََدُْحمد،ُلانُالحمدُجاءُوَمِيمٌُوَدَالٌ،ُفاَلْحَاء  نفَْسَهُ 

لْكُِفقََدُْعَرَُ ومِيهةُِوَالْم  باِلْوَحْدَانِيهةُِوَالدهيْم  ومِيهةِ،ُفمََنُْعَرَفهَُ  ُمِنَُالدهيْم  لْكِ،ُوَالدهال  فهَ ،ُالْم 

ُِ الْحَمْد ُلِِلّه  .وَهَذاَُه وَُحَقِيقةَُ 

 

 

A summary of what Imam Jafar al-Sadiq [Allah bless him] states: 

 

Al-Hamd [الحمد] has 3 root letters: 

و َ which stands for ح .1
ْ
ْال

 
ةَِح انِيَّ
 
د  [Oneness] signifying the oneness of Allah. 

كَِ which stands for م .2
ْ
ل َمَ 
ْ
 signifying that sovereignty is for Allah [Kingdom] ال

ةَِ which stands for د .3 ومِيَّ يْم 
َّ
  .signifying that Allah is ever living [Eternal] الد

 

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi] 

 

The 3 conditions of al-Hamd [Praise] 

 



ل هَاُإِذاَُ هٍ:ُأوَه ِ"ُقاَلَ:ُه وَُعَلىَُثلََاثةَُِأوَْج  ُإبِْرَاهِيمَُفيُِتفَْسِيرُِ"الْحَمْد ُلِِلّه ُبْن  وَقاَلَُشَقِيق 

ُمَاُ ُمَنُْأعَْطَاكَ.ُوَالثهانيُِأنَُْترَْضَىُبمَِاُأعَْطَاكَ.ُوَالثهالِث  شَيْئاًُتعَْرِف   ُ أعَْطَاكَُاللَّه

فيُِجَُ ت هُ  ُتعصيه،ُفهذهُشرائطُالحمددَامَتُْق وه  .سَدِكَُألَاه

 

The conditions of praise are 3: 

 

1. When Allah bestows a favour upon you, you acknowledge this blessing is 

from Allah. 

2. You are pleased with that which Allah has given you. 

3. You abstain from that which Allah has prohibited   

 

These are the conditions of al-Hamd [True praise and gratitude] 

 

[Extracted from Tafsir al-Qurtubi] 

 

 

The difference between  ُمَدْح and ُ حَمْد 
 

 

ُِمِنُ ُُالحَمْد :ُهوُالثهناء ُعَلىُالجَمِيلُِالِاخْتِيارِي  :ُهوُالثهناء  نعِْمَةٍُأوُْغَيْرِها،ُوالمَدْح 

طْلقَاً  .عَلىُالجَمِيلُِم 

 

[Tafsir Baydawi] 

 

 

Examples of The Ambiya saying Rabanna 
 



 

Nabi Shuaib (علیہ السلام) when his people rejected him: 

 

ُُلْحَق ُِٱبيَْنَناَُوَبَيْنَُقوَْمِناَُبُُِفْتحَُْٱرَبهناَُ تِحِينَُٱوَأنَتَُخَيْر  ٰـ  ٨٩ُلْفَ

 

Our Lord! Judge between us and our people with truth. You are the best 

of those who judge.” [7:89] 

 

 

Nabi Musa (علیہ السلام) regarding the people of the Pharaoh: 

 

نْیاَ رَبَّناَ   لًًۭۭ ف ى ٱلْحَیَوٰة   ٱلدُّ ینةًَۭۭ وَأمَْوَٰ وَقاَلَ مُوسَىٰ رَبَّنآَ إ نَّكَ ءَاتیَْتَ ف رْعَوْنَ وَمَلََهَُ ۥ ز 

نوُا۟ حَتَّىٰ   مْ فلََا یؤُْم  مْ وَ ٱشْدُدْ  عَلىَٰ قلُوُب ه  ل ه  سْ  عَلىَٰٓ أمَْوَٰ لُّوا۟ عَن سَب یل كَ ۖ رَبَّناَ ٱطْم  ل یضُ 

 یرََوُا۟ ٱلْعَذاَبَ  ٱلْْلَ یمَ  ٨٨

 

Moses prayed, “Our Lord! You have granted Pharaoh and his chiefs 

luxuries and riches in this worldly life, ˹which they abused˺ to lead 

people astray from Your Way! Our Lord, destroy their riches and harden 

their hearts so that they will not believe until they see the painful 

punishment.” [10:88] 

 

 

Ibrahim [Allah bless him] supplication for his offspring: 

 

یقُ یمُوا۟   م   رَبَّناَ ل  ندَ بَیْت كَ ٱلْمُحَرَّ ى زَرْعٍ ع  یَّت ى ب وَادٍ غَیْر  ذ  ن ذرُ   بَّنآَ إ ن  ىٓ أسَْكَنتُ م  رَّ

ت   لعَلََّهُمْ یَشْكُرُونَ   نَ ٱلثَّمَرَٰ مْ وَ ٱرْزُقْهُم م   ىٓ إ لیَْه  نَ ٱلنَّاس   تهَْو  لَوٰةَ  فَ ٱجْعَلْ  أفَْـ  دَةًۭۭ م   ٱلصَّ

٣٧ 

 



Our Lord! I have settled some of my offspring in a barren valley, near 

Your Sacred House, our Lord, so that they may establish prayer. So 

make the hearts of ˹believing˺ people incline towards them and provide 

them with fruits, so perhaps they will be thankful. [14:37] 

 

 

 

 

Adam [Allah bless him] turning and supplicating to Allah 

 

ُمِنَُ أنَف سَناَُوَإِنُلهمُْتغَْفِرُْلَناَُوَترَْحَمْناَُلَنكَ ونَنه  ُ سِرِينَُٱقاَلَاُرَبهناَُظَلمَْناَ ٰـ  ٢٣ُلْخَ

 

They replied, “Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You do not 

forgive us and have mercy on us, we will certainly be losers.” [7:23] 

 

 

Ibrahim [Allah bless him] humble supplication of praying for acceptance: 

 

م ُ ۧـ هِ ُإِبْرَٰ ُُُۖلْبَيْتُِٱمِنَُُلْقوََاعِدَُٱوَإِذُْيَرْفَع  ُرَبهنَاُتقََبهلُْمِنهاُ  عِيل  ٰـ وَإسِْمَ

ُلْعلَِيمُ ٱُلسهمِيعُ ٱإِنهكَُأنَتَُ  

١٢٧ 
And ˹remember˺ when Abraham raised the foundation of the House with 

Ishmael, ˹both praying,˺ “Our Lord! Accept ˹this˺ from us. You are indeed 

the All-Hearing, All-Knowing. 

 

[2:127] 



 

There are other verses of The Ambiya [Allah bless them] supplicating to Allah 

with the word ‘Rabana’. This is why some scholars have stated that al-Ismul al-

Adham [The greatest name ‘of Allah’] is Rabana.  

[Tafsir Ibn Kathir] 

 

 

 

Different meanings of ‘Rabb’ 
 

There are various meanings of ‘Rabb’, such as: 

1. Sayyid [Leader] 

 

This is taken from the verse of the Quran: 

 

ُأنَهه ُ مَاُُۥوَقاَلَُلِلهذِىُظَنه نْه  ُم ِ نُ ٱُعِندَُرَب كَُِفأَنَسَىٰهُ ُُذْك رْنىِٱناَجٍٍۢ ٰـ ذِكْرَُُلشهيْطَ

جْنُُِبضِْعَُسِنِين٤٢َُ  رَب هِّّۦُفَلَبثَُِفىُِٱلس ِ
 

Then he said to the one he knew would survive, “Mention me in the 
presence of your master.” But Satan made him forget to mention Joseph 

to his master, so he remained in prison for several years. 
 

[12:42] 

 

 

Also from the Hadith [regarding the signs of the final hour]: 

 

رَبتَهََاِ  أنَُْتلَِدَُالْأمََةُ 

'When the slave woman gives birth to her mistress'  

[Sahih Muslim] 



 

There are various explanations of this phrase, one of which is disobedience to parents, this is a 

major sin and will be more frequent towards the final hour. 

 

2. One who attends to something and corrects it [Religious scholars] 

 

We find in the Quran: 

 

ثمَُُُْوَأكَْلِهِم ُٱلسُّحْتَُُُۚلبَِئسَُْمَاُكَان واُُ۟ ُعَنُقَوْلِهِم ُٱُلِْْ نّيُّونَِِِوَُٱلْأحَْباَرُ  ٰـ ُُٱلرَبَ م  لَوْلَاُينَْهَىٰه 

٦٣يَصْنعَ ونَُ  

Why do their rabbis and scholars not forbid them from saying what is 

sinful and consuming what is unlawful? Evil indeed is their inaction! 

 

The word ‘Rabbi’ is derived from ‘Rabb’ as their role is to correct and guide people.  

 

ُِصلىُاللهُعليهُوسلمُُ فيُِقرَْيةٍَُُُ"ُعَنُْأبَيُِه رَيْرَةَ،ُعَنُِالنهبيِ  لاًُزَارَُأخًَاُلهَُ  ُرَج  أنَه

اُأتَىَُعَلَيْهُِقاَلَُأيَْنَُت رِيد ُقاَلَُأ رِيد ُأخًَاُ عَلىَُمَدْرَجَتهُِِمَلكًَاُفلَمَه لهَُ   ُ أ خْرَىُفأَرَْصَدَُاللَّه

بُّهَاقاَلَُهَلُْلكََُعَليَْهُِمِنُْنعِْمَةٍُُُ.لِيُفيُِهَذِهُِالْقرَْيةَُِ فيُُُِترَ  قاَلَُلاَُغَيْرَُأنَ يُِأحَْبَبْت هُ 

ُُ ُوَجَله ُِعَزه فِيهُُُِ.اللَّه َُقَدُْأحََبهكَُكَمَاُأحَْبَبْتهَُ  ُاللَّه ُِإلَِيْكَُبأِنَه ُاللَّه  .ُ"قاَلَُفإَنِ يُِرَس ول 

 

Abu Huraira [Allah bless him] reported Allah's Apostle (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as 
saying: 

 
A person visited his brother in another town and Allah deputed an Angel 
to wait for him on his way and when he came to him he said: Where do 
you intend to go? He said: I intend to go to my brother in this town. He 
said: Have you done any favour to him (the repayment of which you 

intend to get)? He said: No, excepting this that I love Mm for the sake of 
Allah, the Exalted and Glorious. Thereupon he said: I am a meesenger 
to you from, Allah: (to inform you) that Allah loves you as you love him 

(for His sake). 
 

[Sahih Muslim: 2567] 

 



3. Tarbiyah 

 

ورِك مُْ ج  تِيُفِيُح  ُاللاه  وَُرَبائبّ ك مِ 

[٢٣] 
Your stepdaughters under your guardianship 

[4:23] 

 

The word ‘Rabb’ here is used for step daughters as they are under the care of 

their fosters.  

 

 

4. Religious scholars 

 

We find the word ‘Rabb’ used for religious scholars: 

 

١٤٦ُ تلََُمَعَه ُۥُرّب يُّّونَُِكَثِيرًٌۭ ٰـ ُقَ نُنهبىِ ٍٍۢ  وَكَأيَ ِنُم ِ
 

And how many a prophet [fought in battle and] with him fought many 

religious scholars. [3:146] 

 

 

There are any explanations given for the above verse for the word ‘Rabb’. Some have said it refers to 

‘the men of Allah’ and others have said it refers to a large group. Allah knows best.  


