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Introduction

All praise is due to Allah and Allah alone. We start in His name and seek His
help and assistance. Salutations be upon our beloved Messenger st and his
righteous companions.

The following document is an introduction to Surah Fatiha which is based
primarily on the famous Tafsir, Mu‘allim Tanzil [commonly known as Tafsir
Baghawi]. The scholars mention four Tafsirs which are known as [Mother of
Tafsirs]:

1) Tafsir Tabari

2) Tafsir Ibn Kathir
3) Tafsir Qurtubi
4) Tafsir Baghawi.

Below is an outline of what is covered in this treatise - An introduction to Surah
Fatiha:

Quranic Actions and Guidance
Selected meanings

1. Names of Surah Fatiha
2. Reasoning

3. Place of revelation

4, Overview

5. Reflections

6.

7.

Once again we seek the help of Allah and His assistance in completing this
task. We seek protection from the accursed Shaitan and all praise is due to
Almighty Allah.

— END OF INTRODUCTION —



Names of Surah Fatiha
(R 25 A A5 sl datls S e Sl A5 G

Surah Fatiha has three well known names:
Opening of the book [Fatihatul Kitaab]

Mother of the Quran [Umm ul-Quran]
° The seven repeated verses [Sab al-Mathani]

Diagram 1: Names of Surah Fatiha

Names of Surah Fatiha
Opening of The Book NPT
Mother of the Quran oIl
The Seven repeated verses P LA

Authors Notes:

Imam Baghawi [516 AH] indicates that other names have also been mentioned.

Other names of Surah Fatiha have also been mentioned such as 3\ [ath-Thikr] and

o dl [al-Furgan]. Both of these examples can be found in the Quran as shown
below:
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‘Glorious is the One who has revealed the Criterion to His servant, so that he may be a warner to
all the worlds’ [1:77]
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‘(We sent them) with clear signs and scriptures. And We sent down_the Reminder (The Qur’an) to
you, so that you explain to the people what has been revealed for them, and so that they may
ponder.’[16:44]

According to Arab tradition, the more names someone or something has, the greater and
more honoured it is. The best example is our creator, Almighty Allah, who has 99 names as
mentioned in the following Hadith:
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Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet said:

“Indeed, Allah has ninety-nine Names, whoever counts them shall enter Paradise.” [Jami®
at-Tirmidhi 3508]



Reasoning of the names

Fatihatul Kitab
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It is called Fatihatul Kitaab because Allah initiates the Quran with it.

Authors notes:

After mentioning the names of Surah Fatiha, Imam Baghawi [516 AH] proceeds to explain
the reasoning behind the names.

Fatihatul Kitaab:
This name has been used by the Sahaabah and can be found in the Ahadith:

Example 1
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Narrated Talha bin "Abdullah bin "Auf:

I offered the funeral prayer behind Ibn "Abbas and he recited Al-Fattha and said, "You should
know that it (i.e. recitation of Al-Fatiha) is the tradition of the Prophet (iLs%) Muhammad.
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Example 2:
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Ibn 'Abbas [Allah bless him] reported that while Gabriel was sitting with the
Apostle (2s2) he heard a creaking sound above him. He lifted his head and said:

This is a gate opened in heaven today which had never been opened before. Then when an angel
descended through it, he said: This is an angel who came down to the earth who had never come
down before. He greeted and said: Rejoice in two lights given to you which have not been given
to any prophet before you: Fatihat al-Kitab and the concluding verses of Surah al-Bagara. You
will never recite a letter from them for which you will not be given (a reward).
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Note: The root word z# has various meanings, one of which is opening/beginning.



Umm ul-Quran
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This surah has been named Umm ul-Quran and Umm al-Kitaab as it is the
origin of the Quran, and the Quran has been built upon it. The origin of a thing
is referred to as its mother. For example, [the city of] Makkah is referred to as
‘The Mother of Cities’ as it is the original [first] city, and the rest of the Earth
was spread out from under it.

Another reason for these names is that this surah is an introduction and a
leader of the [other] chapters in the Quran that follow it. The Mus’haf begins
with the writing of this Surah, and Salah begins with its recitation.

Authors notes

The Quranic Verse Imam Baghawi is referring to is:
&-’f.vzn’:.:; ’)’;ij .u:.sﬁ di:}ﬁ S ) ..u\ 4_m SS\ H d)—’\dj‘ﬁ
He is the One who has revealed to you the Book (the Qur’an). Out of it there are verses that are

Muhkamat (of established meaning), which are the principal verses of the Book, and some
others are Mutashabihat (whose definite meanings are unknown). [3:7]

Regarding makkah being the mother of the cities, this is found in the Quran:
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And thus We have revealed to you an Arabic Qur’an, so that you may warn the mother town,
and those around it, and warn (them) of the Day of Gathering, about which there is no
doubt-(when) one group of people will be in Paradise, and another group in blazing Fire. [42:7]

All the [primary] contents of the Quran can be found in Surah Fatiha; it is said that the
entire Quran is an explanation of this Surah.

11



Sab al-Mathani
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It is called Sab al-Mathani [seven often repeated verses] because it contains
seven verses by the consensus of the scholars. It is called ‘often repeated’
because it is repeated in each Rakah’ of Salah. Imam Mujahid says: ‘It is called
‘Mathani’ because Allah made it exclusive for this nation and preserved it for
them.’

Authors Notes

This name has also been mentioned in the Quran:
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We have given you the seven oft-repeated verses and the glorious Qur’an.
[15:87]

The ‘seven oft-repeated verses’ refer to Surah Fatiha; Imam Baghawi has
mentioned that Surah Fatiha has seven verses according to the consensus of
the scholars. In this verse, Almighty Allah highlights the virtue and status of
this Surah by specifying it from all the other Surahs.

12



Place of revelation
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Surah Fatiha is Makki according to the opinion of the majority of the scholars,
whereas Imam Mujahid opines that it is Madani. Some scholars hold the view
that this Surah was revealed twice- once in Makkah and once in Madinah-
therefore being referred to as ‘Mathani’ [oft-repeated], however the first view
is the most authentic.

Surah Fatihah is Makki as Allah mentions that He favoured The Messenger of
Allah gzt with this Surah:

SR e il ST 3
‘We have certainly granted you the seven often-repeated verses’ [Hijr: 87]
This shows that Surah Fatihah is Makki, just as Surah Hijr is Makki, as it is not

possible that the Messenger of Allah 52 can be favoured with a particular
Surah [i.e Surah Fatihah] before the revelation of that Surah.

13



Authors Notes

There are various definitions for the words ‘Makki’ and ‘Madani’. The most correct is that
‘Makki’ refers to those Surahs which were revealed before Hijrah, whereas ‘Madani’ are
those that were revealed after Hijrah. [This has been mentioned by Imam Suyuti
[911 AH] in his masterpiece Itqaan Fi Uloomil Quran]

To summarise, Surah Hijr is a Makki surah. In this Surah, Allah mentions that He has
favoured our Beloved Prophet st with Surah Fatihah. This means that Surah Fatihah
must have been revealed before Surah Hijr [and Surah Hijr by consensus is makki], thus it
is not possible for Surah Fatihah to be Madani. Allah knows best.

14



Overview of Surah Fatiha

This noble Surah is Makki [revealed before Hijrah] and has 7 verses by
consensus. It is called ‘Fatiha’ because The Noble Quran begins with it.
It is the first Surah in the Quran by order and not by revelation. It -
despite its brevity and conciseness - gathers together the meanings
and concepts of the [entire] Quran.

It includes the foundations of the Quran, thus it includes the
foundations of the religion and its subdivisions. It includes:

Ageedah [Beliefs]

Ibadah [Worship]

Legislation and Belief of The Final Day

Belief in the beautiful qualities of Allah

Singles out worship, seeking assistance and Dua

Turning towards Allah by asking for guidance towards the true
religion and the straight path

Supplicating [in humility] for steadfastness upon Iman and the
ability to follow the path of the righteous

To abstain from the path of those upon whom is the anger of
Allah and those that are astray.

It contains the news of the previous nations and informs you of
the high ranks of the righteous ones and the position of wretched
The devoutness of following the command of Allah and abstaining
from his prohibitions

Also other topics covering purposes, aims and goals

Virtues

1.

15

Imam Ahmad [240 AH] has narrated in his musnad that Ubay Ibn
Ka'b [Allah bless him] recited Umm al Quran to The Prophet
[Allah bless him] and The Prophet [Allah bless him] said: By the
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one in whose hands is my soul, nothing similar to this has been
revealed in the Tawrat, the Injeel, the Zaboor. It is the seven
often repeated verses and the glorious Quran which I have been
given.

Therefore this Noble Hadith indicates the speech of Allah in Surah
Hijr ‘Surely we have given you the seven often repeated verses
and the glorious quran’.

. It is narrated in Sahih Bukari that The Messenger of Allah said to

Abu Saeed Ibn Mu‘alla: ‘I will definitely teach you a Surah which
is the greatest surah in the Quran - Al Hamd [Surah Fatiha].

It is the seven often repeated verses and the glorious Quran
which I have been given.’



Reflections
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e This surah is divided between Allah and his servants- (= <\4)) and
that which is before it, is for Allah; (u=is d4s), and that which is
after it, is for the servant. Ponder and reflect over this.

e You will never worship Allah the way he deserves to be
worshipped unless Allah assists you in doing so. ‘You alone do we
worship and you alone we seek help’.

e This Surah contains a warning from following the ways of the
Jews and the Christians. The Jews put their desires in front of the
legislated laws, ‘The anger of Allah is upon them’, whereas the
Christians worshipped with innovation and ignorance, ‘And nor
those who have been misled'.

17



Quranic Actions

YL Jandl *

A Al 5 ) gus calaiy) LS ailas agle oLl 5 deally sleall Tal 5 i) gl | -
(sl L HZall Gak)e (Gaadadl S5y & T () 6oy gl caaia LS oy 53 Le L
aal Ca o 181 el 855 ) gu ST 5 (O 3 33 ) g alac] dailall 5 gu Y
Gl ST (1) D a2 1 o) gl a5 ya STy i

Bosadl AT )l ¢(Gpaaladl

(agindlae 5 agiinlias (s HiSTg #Slall s 5all Jal (e de gane 22a Y
(2gdle Cuaadl il L yum)

1. Make Dua to Allah, beginning with his praise just as is done in
the beginning of Surah Fatiha. Thereafter, ask Allah for what you
wish, as is done at the end of the Surah. [Surah Fatiha starts with
the praise of Allah, thus we should start our dua with the praise of Allah.
Following this, we should send salutations on our beloved Prophet i,
then ask Allah for our needs. This is how Allah has taught us to make dua

in this noble surah].

2. Surah Fatiha is the most virtuous Surah in the Qur'an and the
one that is the most recited. Read its explanation from one of the
[reliable] tafsirs, and ponder greatly over its verses.

3. Locate the group of those who do good and have rectified
themselves. Accompany these people in abundance and hold fast
to their gatherings - ‘The path of those that you have favoured'.
[Accompany the Ulama and sit in their gatherings as the Ulama are the
inheritors of the prophets].

18



Selected Meanings

A Ll Ui (50038 Gl 1ol (0l
‘In the name of Allah’: T begin my recitation seeking help in the name
of Allah.

(BRI faas La3) Sty 3l (glad)
‘Most Merciful”: His mercy extends to all creation.

e 3all 3205 ) (an )
'All merciful’: The one who is merciful to the believers.

CLIPTAEN YA RER I ()
‘Lord’: The nurturer of his creation through his grace.

(S A 5 (TS (Geallad)
‘The Universe': Everything besides Almighty Allah.
ol 1380 a5 (e 0 39)

‘Day of recompense’: The day of recompense and accounting.
) B Y (s ag)

‘Only you we worship’: We don’t worship [anything or anyone] besides
you.

19
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‘And Only you we seek assistance’: We don't seek assistance in
fulfilling our needs [from anything or anyone] besides from you.

SOUY) b e zoe Y el Gkl (aginal Linia)
‘The straight path’: The path that has no crookedness in it, Islam.
ol Jaadl % 8 il (a5 casedl (staial) i)

‘Not those that cause your anger’: The Jews, and those who resemble
them in not acting upon their knowledge.
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‘The Astray’: The Christians, and those who resemble them in carrying
out actions without knowledge.

20



Quranic Guidance

Verses 1-3
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Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds. the
All-Merciful, the Very Merciful. the Master of the Day of
Requital.
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From the guidance of these three verses is as follows:

1. Allah loves praise, therefore he has praised himself and
commanded his servants to praise him.
Praise must have a reason behind it otherwise it is false and
futile.

[1] The Prophet sl s 4de &) JLasaid: "There is none having a greater sense of Ghira [honour,
prestige or self-respect] than Allah. And for that He has forbidden the doing of evil actions

(illegal intercourse etc.) There is none who likes to be praised more than Allah does." [Sahih
Bukhari: 5220]

21




The Prophet alus 4le 41 La said: “None loves one's own praise more than Allah, the Exalted and
Glorious, does. It is because of this that He has praised Himself, and none is more
self-respecting than Allah and it is because of this that He has prohibited abominable acts
and there is none who is more anxious to accept the apologies of the people than Allah
Himself and it is because of this that He has revealed the Book and sent the Messengers.”
[Sahih Muslim: 2760]

When Almighty Allah praised himself he mentioned the reasons for the
praise, which are that he is:

A. Lord of the Universe
B. Most Merciful, all-Merciful
C. Owner of the Day Of Judgment

Verse 4
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You alone do we worship, and from You alone do we seek help.
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[1] - Fadalah bin 'Ubaid (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (%) heard
some one supplicating after his prayer without praising Allah and without supplicating Allah for the
Prophet (l5i2). With regard to him, the Messenger of Allah (5i2) said, "This man rushed." Then he

22



called him and said, "When any one of you have performed Salat (prayer) and wants to
supplicate, let him praise Allah first then glorify Him in the beginning and then he should
supplicate Allah for me. Then he may supplicate for whatever he likes." [Nasa’i:1284, Abu
Dawud:1481 and At-Tirmidhi: 3477]

[2] Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported the Prophet as saying, “Any Muslim who makes a supplication
containing nothing which is sinful or which involves breaking ties of relationship will be
given for it by God one of three things:

He will give him as peedy answer, or store it up for him in the next world, or turn away
from him an equivalent amount of evil.” Those who heard it said they would then make many
supplications and he replied that God was more ready to answer than they were to ask. [Musnad
Imam Ahmad]

From the guidance of this verse is as follows:

1. The etiquettes of Dua is that the person supplicating [to Allah]
starts one’s Dua with praising Allah and glorifying him. The
Sunnah [teaches us to] add Durood [salutations] upon our
beloved Prophet iz, before asking for one's needs. Indeed one’s
supplication will then be accepted.

2. That a person doesn't worship anyone besides his lord [Allah].
Also one should not seek assistance from anyone except him
[Allah].

Verses 5-6
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Take us on the straight path. the path of those on whom You
have bestowed Your Grace.
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From the guidance of this verse:

1. Encouragement in supplicating to Allah and turning towards him
in humility. It has been mentioned in a Hadith that Dua is
worshipril.

2. Acknowledgement of blessings [from Allah].

3. Seeking good role models.

[1] - Narrated Nu'maan Ibn Baseer [Allah bless him] that The Prophet % said: ‘Surely Supplication
is worship’. [Abu Dawud: 1479, Tirmidhi: 2969, Ibn Majah: 3828]

Verses 7
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Not of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those who
have gone astray.
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From the guidance of this verse:

1. Encouragement in following the path of the righteous, and a warning
from following the path of those who have gone astray [from the
correct path].

[1] - It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that: The Messenger of Allah (5:%) said: "When the
Imam says Amin, say Amin, for if a person's Amin coincides with the Amin of the angels,
his previous sins will be forgiven." [Sahih Bukhari: 780]

Important Notes:

25

1. The word ‘Ameen’ is not from Surah Fatiha, though it is

recommended for the Imam to say it when he finishes reciting
the Surah. He should elonginate it with his voice.

The munfarid [one who prays on his own and not in
congregation] should also do the same, as The Noble Messenger
SW said: ‘When the Imam says Amin, say Amin’. This [hadith]
means to say Amin in the meaning of ‘O Allah’ accept our Dua’. It
is recommended to say it an audible voice*; due to the hadith of
Ibn Majah: When The Noble Messenger [Allah bless him] said:
allall W agide samrdl 2’ he said 'Amin’, until the first row heard it
and the masjid was shaken by it’.

. The recitation of Surah Fatiha is Wajib in every Rakah [unit] of

Salah, regardless of whether one is a munfarid [one who prays
on his own and not in congregation] or an Imam [one who leads
the congregation].



As for the ones that are ‘Ma’moom’ [being led by the Imam],
then according to the majority of the Fugaha** [experts in
jurisprudence] he should recite it quietly in the quiet prayers
[Zuhr and Asr] and not [recite it] in the loud prayers [Fajr,
Maghrib and Esha]. This is based upon the hadith: ‘Who has an
Imam then the recitation of the Imam is for him".

* There is a scholarly difference on this matter. According to the madhab of
Imam Abu Hanifa, the amin should be recited softly.

** There is also a scholarly difference on this matter. According to the
Madhab of Imam Abu Hanifa, a ma’moom should not recite Surah Fatiha
[behind the Imam] whether the prayer is silent or loud.

— End of Treatise —

We pray to Allah that he accepts this treatise and makes it a means of beneficial knowledge. All praise is

due to Allah and salutations be upon the final and chosen Messenger, Muhammad (ﬁ”l;’i‘fc) and his family
and companions.
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Other Publications

Rays of Protection - A treatise on Tagwa and its benefits, all from the light of the Quran and
Sunnah. Available to download for free at www.deenwaypoint.com/publications

10 Golden Guidelines in 10 Pages for students of knowledge [Coming Soon,
Insha-Allah]
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